
The Story of Impacted Wisdom Teeth

For a small percentage of people they erupt normally behind 
the 2nd molar and can be a useful tooth.

Investigation of Wisdom Teeth between ages 15 to 18 
with a full mouth X-Ray (OPG) is advisable to detect 
the presence and position of the Wisdom Teeth. 

Early assessment allows Wisdom Teeth to be 
removed before they cause trouble and prior to 
full root development. At this stage the bone is still 
soft, making the wisdom teeth easier to remove and  
post-op recovery quicker.

Impacted Wisdom Teeth can cause:

1

Infection or ulceration of overlying or surrounding gum.

2

 Decay of the wisdom tooth itself and/or of the next tooth.

3

Resorbtion of the next tooth. 

4

Destruction of the surrounding bone by the formation of a cyst.
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Wisdom teeth develop in teenage years. Root development is 
usually completed around age 20. Removal in 16-20 year age 
group is easiest.
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